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CHINA LUTHERAN SEMINARY

ABSTRACT

( Centered, all in capitals, single-spaced if more than one line)
by
TUNG, TE-KUAN
June 2008
( Month and year of commencement )

ADVISOR: Dr. IMMANUEL SCHARRER
MAJOR : LUTHERAN THEOLOGY
DEGREE: MASTER OF DIVINITY
Body of abstract starts here. ( Times New Roman 12 word type, single spaced
throughout, must not exceed 500 words )

Among Psalms in the Old Testament, Lament of Individual are especially impressive with their
strong emothion and dramatic rhetoric. The most common style of Lament of Individual is that the
Psalm authers put both depressive and joyful words in closed verses. It’s very interesting to study
how Psalm authors can change their mood rapidly and to study how is the interaction between they
and God which make such changes.

Psalm sixty-nine is a typical case of Lament of Individual. There are two distinguished features in
it:

1. Dramatic change in mood within closed verses.

2. Using words of evil curse to blame his enemies.

In this report, I used the “Salvation Oracle” theory of Westermann to analyze Psalm Sixty-Nine in
order to find out the key verses that help the poet to be redeemed from deep depression to high
place of faith. By the way, | also apply the viewpoint of pastoral counseling to read this Psalm.
Some important elemnts which commonly used in modern counseling are found in it, such as
cathartic therpy by Sigmud Freud and therpy of meaning by Victor Frankl. The conclusion of this
report also discussed the application Psalm Sixty-Nine in pastoral counseling.
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